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The Port of Tillamook Bay is now eligible to receive $4.3 million in federal funds for its flood reduction
project planned northwest of the City of Tillamook. The eligibility ruling comes after two years of Port
appeals within the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The project, known as the
Southern Flow Corridor, was developed by the local community in collaboration with state and federal
agencies under the “Oregon Solutions” program.

The project would remove about 40,000 feet of old levees between Trask and Wilson Rivers, west of
Highway 101, which are blocking flood flows from reaching Tillamook Bay. Recent computer modeling
confirmed what a number of local residents have said for years was causing flood damage in the north
Highway 101 commercial strip and the surrounding farms. The removal of those levees would result in
up to one and one half feet drop in flood levels within that area.

But FEMA staff in March 2011 said that the project was not cost effective. Federal rules require that for a
project to be eligible for funding it has to cost less than the flood damages it would prevent. Despite
extensive data provided by the Port, the FEMA Region X Director upheld the denial in January 2012.

In its final appeal to FEMA Headquarters, the Port provided extensive documentation on damage savings
to commercial businesses, impacts to Highway 101 during a major flood, clarifications and adjustments
to values used for agricultural contents and inventory; and considerations of additional benefits from
recreational fisheries. The Port pointed out that the levee removals reopened many ancient channels and
sloughs needed by salmon for rearing and resulted in one of the largest habitat restoration projects in the
Northwest.

In an April 11, 2013, final ruling, FEMA Assistant Administrator Deborah Ingram reversed FEMA’s
previous determination, stating that the Port “...provided sufficient justification to support that the project
is cost effective and will serve the public at large.”

This ruling now opens the door for obtaining the remaining funding to complete this $9.1 million project.
The environmental and habitat restoration benefits of the project provide opportunities for additional
funding by natural resources agencies and private foundations.

Oregon’s Senators Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden as well as Representative Kurt Schrader were actively
involved in the appeal process.

“This funding will go a long way to reducing flooding and flood damage in Tillamook County,” said
Merkley. “I applaud the local leaders who have worked so hard to get these improvements started, to
reinvest and strengthen the viability of this region.”

“I am extremely pleased that the hard work of our local and county officials in Tillamook County that



brought this to our attention has paid off with the great news of an approved appeal from FEMA today,”
said Rep. Schrader. “Their perseverance brings with it huge economic rewards for our coastal
communities as we get to work rebuilding Tillamook County.

“The residents of Tillamook County are no strangers to flooding,” Wyden said. “Removing dikes and
restoring estuaries will hopefully rectify that and prevent future damage to homes, farms and businesses.”

Oregon Solutions co-conveners, State Senator Betsy Johnson and Tillamook County Commissioner Chair
Mark Labhart, joined in a statement thanking Senator Wyden “...for his help and ‘dogged’ support for this
flood reduction project with FEMA and the Senator’s insistence that this project in rural Oregon be
funded. This Flood Reduction effort will go a long ways to reducing flooding in the Tillamook area as
well as reducing long term federal flood recovery costs saving tax payer dollars.”

Commissioner Labhart added, “A lot of people worked hard on this Appeal but I’d like to specifically
recognize Michele Bradley and Aaron Palter from the Port of Tillamook Bay as well as Paul Levesque
from Tillamook County for their tireless efforts on this Appeal Process. In addition, FEMA has worked
with us throughout this Appeal in a very professional manner and we appreciate their efforts to work with
the Port and Tillamook County.


